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Scope & Content 

This collection contains 43 letters.  The letters date from Sept. 14,1862 to Feb. 23, 1923 and 

describe camp life, hospital life, medical care, travel, and small battles during the Civil War.  Most 

of these letters are written by George S. Parsons to his parents or friends.  Along with the letters, 

this collection contains ephemera, postcards, and receipts. 

 

Dates 

1962-1923 

 

Availability  

The collection is open for research.  

 

Biographical Note  

George S. Parsons (1843-1927) was a lifelong resident of Gouverneur, NY who served in the 1st 

U. S. Volunteer Calvary from 1861-1862.  After his service in this company, Mr. Parsons joined 

the 11th N. Y. Calvary as part of “Scott’s 900” and served from 1863-1865. He was injured during 

a training exercise sometime between July 12, 1863 and Aug. 26, 1863.  Mr. Parson’s injury 

occurred when his horse was startled during a firing exercise and fell on top of him, damaging his 

back and hip.  Mr. Parsons returned to duty mid-December 1863 and served until he was 

discharged in late May 1865 due to medical reasons. He later worked for the Johnstown Cheese 

Factory as a salesman. 

 

Extent 

1 box, .42 linear feet 

 

Language of the Materials  

English  

 

Arrangement 

Box 1 

• Series 1. Correspondence 

• Series 2. Ephemera, envelopes, and postcards 

• Series 3. Johnstown Cheese Factory Receipts 

 

Provenance 

John B. Johnson Jr., Editor and Co-Publisher of the Watertown Daily Times, gifted this collection 

to St. Lawrence University Libraries. 

 

Processing Information  

Processed by the St. Lawrence University Libraries Special Collections staff. 

 

Repository Details 

Part of the St. Lawrence University Libraries manuscript collection. 

 



Contact: 

Paul Doty, Special Collections and Archives Librarian, pdoty@stlawu.edu 

Briana Diienno, Special Collections Assistant and ILL Technician, bfelice@stlawu.edu  

 

St. Lawrence University Libraries Special Collections 

Owen D. Young Library 

St. Lawrence University 

Canton, New York, 

13617 

 

Collection Organization 

Series 1 is correspondence mostly from George to family and friends, but also includes letter from 

others to George. 

 

Series 2 contains a copy of the “Union Guidon” from May 1864, postcards, and envelopes. 

 

Series 3 includes receipts from the Johnstown Cheese Factory from April 29, 1908 to November 

28, 1908. 

 

Related Collections 

 

Call Number Title 

Mss. Coll. No. 002 Beach Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 006 Pryce Lewis Collection 

Mss. Coll. No. 056 Goodrich Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 064 Conkey - Bannister - Page  Family Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 066 George O. Newbury Letters 

Mss. Coll. No. 082 William H. Carr Diary 

Mss. Coll. No. 083 William H. Davies Collection 

Mss. Coll. No. 084 Orson Leroy Reynolds Collection 

Mss. Coll. No. 085 Civil War Diary 

Mss. Coll. No. 093 Wetherell Family Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 095 Robert Gilmore Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 125 Graves Family Correspondence 

Mss. Coll. No. 126 Sunderland Family Correspondence 

Mss. Coll. No. 129 Knapp Family Correspondence 

Mss. Coll. No. 133 16th New York Infantry Regiment Records 

Mss. Coll. No. 138 Columbus Huntly Correspondence 

Mss. Coll. No. 139 Crossman Family Papers 

Mss. Coll. No. 174 Henry D. Payne Memoir 

Mss. Coll. No. 191 Lewis Murray Civil War Memoir 
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