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Biographical 
Leslie Earl Rodee was born in Enosburg, VT in 1868, and moved to the Canton area with his parents, Hiram 
and Cornelia Rodee as a young boy.  In 1880, Leslie’s parents in siblings moved to the Dakota Territory 
while Leslie stayed behind to help his grandmother and three aunts run the family farm near Waterman Hill 
in Canton, which remains in operation as Brick Chapel Acres.  Leslie attended Potsdam Normal School and 
in 1888 relocated himself to South Dakota, where he taught school.  He returned to Canton in 1890 and 
married Jessie May Truesdell in 1894.  Leslie and Jessie had five children, four of which graduated from 
either Clarkson College or St. Lawrence University.  One son, Bernard Rodee did not attend college but ran 
the family farm.  Bernard married Celia Etta Aldous and fathered ten children, nine of whom survived to 
adulthood and most of whom attended local colleges.  Bernard and Etta’s youngest, William Rodee was born 
in 1935.  He and his wife Marilyn Elliott Rodee have lived on and operated Brick Chapel Acres since their 
marriage in 1960. 
 
Scope and Content 
The collection consists of 19th century student writings and orations, grange talks, diaries, a family history, 
correspondence, genealogical material, subject files and photos related to the Rodee family. 
 
Provenance 
The collection was processed, cataloged and donated by Alix Ross, August, 2016 
 
Series 1:  Rodee Family History 
 
Box Folder  Contents 
1 1 Rodee Family History, by Kenneth Rodee Ross, 1995 
 2 Rodee Family History, notes and reminiscences, 1994-96 
 3 Elwin Justin Rodee—World War II correspondence and newsletter, 1944 
 4 E. J. Rodee & Margaret Cluley Rodee, 1987, 1992-96 
 5 Harold Hiram Rodee interview 
 6 Grace Rodee Ross—St. Lawrence University report cards 
 7 G. R. Ross—“The Star Cookbook” and certificate, Order of the Eastern Star, 

Empire chapter, No. 69 
 8 Evelyn Rodee Webb, 1913, 1919, 1939 
 9-11 Mary C. Harvey Truesdell diaries (Day Books), 1893-94, 1896, 1898, 1909   
  
Series 2:  Leslie Earl Rodee writings and addresses 
 
Box Folder  Contents 
1 12 Transcripts and correspondence, 1995, 2014 
 13 Book reports from the 1880s  (Barnaby Rudge, Bleak House, Ivanhoe, The 

Pioneers) 
 14 Book review, “A Fool’s Errand: A Novel of the South During Reconstruction” 
 15 Book review, “Hamlet” 



Box Folder  Contents 
1 16 Essays and stories 
 17 Oration—Commencement:  “The Relation of Policies to the People” 
 18 Oration #1—“Advertisements” 
 19 Oration #2—“John B. Gough and Frederick Douglass” 
 20 Oration #3—“The Desire of Flame” 
 21 Oration #4—“Politics and Parites” 
 22 Oration #5—“Physical and Mental Powers” 
 23 Oration #6—“Incentives” 
 24 “Labor and Capital” (2) 
 25 “Mathematics, Knowledge and Discipline” (a discussion) 
 26 Untitled, re: railroads—private or public ownership (debate or discussion) 
 27 “The Farmer as Citizen”_--for Crary Mills Grange (undated) 
 28 “Our Vision” (1920s-1930s) 
 29 Untitled—re: respect for law (1919) 
 30 Untitled—re: satisfactions of farm life (1930s?) 
 
Series 3, Subject files 
 
 31 Brick Chapel, 1945, 1076, 2004 
 32 Clippings, 1894-1990s 
 33 Clippings—The Parishville Advertiser, 1880 
 34-36 Genealogy (3 folders), 1934-1990s 
 37 Rodee Farm—Title and property details (photocopies) 
 38-39 Rodee Family Reunion—correspondence (2 folders), 1979-1985, 1995 
 40 Photographs 
  


